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c r e p e  p a p e r  p o t t e d  p l a n t s

LESSON

9

T O O L S  &  M A T E R I A L S

YO U  W I L L  N E E D :

  N E E D L E- N O S E  P L I E R S / W I R E  C U T T E R S

  F LO R A L  TA P E  Pine

  P OT  for blooming plant (5.5-inch wide pot in video)

  FOA M  to fit into pot (5.6-inch styrofoam ball in video)

  M O S S  color of your choice (preserved chartreuse reindeer moss in video)

  5  PA R R OT  T U L I P S  (completed)
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P O T T I N G  B A S I C S
W h e n  c h o o s i n g  a  f l owe r  t o  c re a t e  a s  a  p o t t e d  p l a n t ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  p i c k 

o n e  yo u  m i g h t  f i n d  a t  yo u r  l o c a l  g re e n h o u s e  o r  f l owe r  s h o p  t h a t  i s  a l re a d y 

o f f e re d  a s  a  p o t t e d  p l a n t .  T h i s  m i g h t  i n c l u d e  a ny  o f  t h e  b u l b  p l a n t s ,  l i ke  t h e 

t u l i p s ,  a m a r y l l i s ,  p a p e r w h i t e s ,  a n d  l i l i e s .  Yo u  c a n  a l s o  c o n s i d e r  m a k i n g  a 

p o t t e d  b l o o m i n g  p l a n t  f ro m  o rc h i d s ,  g a rd e n i a s ,  a n d  p o i n s e t t i a s . 
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D E S I G N  R U L E  O F  P R O P O R T I O N S
A n o t h e r  d e s i g n  r u l e  t h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  w h e n  i n t ro d u c i n g  a  p o t  t o  yo u r  c re p e 

p a p e r  f l owe r s  i s  t o  l o o k  a t  p ro p o r t i o n s .  M y  r u l e  o f  t h u m b  i s  t o  s i m p l y  ke e p 

t h e  ve s s e l  s h o r t e r  t h a n  t h e  v i s i b l e  g re e n e r y  a n d  f l owe r s  —  a n d  eve n  o r  

n a r rowe r  t h a n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  p l a n t  i t s e l f.  T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  t h a t 

yo u r  p l a n t  a n d  b l o o m s  a re  t h e  m a i n  f o c u s ,  a n d  c a r r y  t h e  m o s t  v i s u a l  d ra w, 

a n d  t h a t  yo u r  p o t  s i m p l y  s u p p o r t s  a n d  e n h a n c e s  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p i e c e . 
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C R E A T I N G  A  P L A N T  B A S E
I  h a ve  f o u n d  t h e  b e s t  m a t e r i a l  f o r  a  p l a n t  b a s e  i s  t h e  s i m p l e  s t y ro f o a m .  

T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  s m o o t h  f o a m  t h a t  h a s  n o  h o l e s ,  b u t  t h e  ve r s i o n  w i t h  a n  o p e n 

s t r u c t u re  t h a t  a l l ow s  yo u  t o  e a s i l y  s l i d e  yo u r  w i re d  s t e m s  i n t o  t h e  f o a m . 

W h e n  p i c k i n g  yo u r  f o a m ,  i t  i s  b e s t  t h a t  i t  f i t s  s n u g  i n  yo u r  ve s s e l  a n d  i s  l owe r 

t h a n  t h e  t o p .  Yo u  c a n  u s e  a  f o a m  k n i f e  t o  t r i m  t o  f i t ,  i f  n e e d e d .  I f  yo u r  f o a m 

b a l l  ro l l s  a ro u n d  i n  yo u r  ve s s e l ,  c r u m p l e  u p  p a p e r  a n d  s t u f f  a ro u n d  t h e  e d g e s 

t o  s e c u re  i t  i n t o  p l a c e .  I f  yo u  h a ve  m o re  t h a n  1  i n c h  o f  s p a c e  f ro m  yo u r  f o a m 

t o  t h e  t o p  o f  yo u r  ve s s e l ,  yo u  c a n  u s e  t h e  p a p e r  u n d e r  t h e  f o a m  t o  p ro p  i t 

c l o s e r  t o  yo u r  r i m .
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A R R A N G I N G  I N  P O T
W h e n  a r ra n g i n g  my  s t e m s  f o r  a  p o t t e d  p l a n t ,  I  c h o o s e  a  f ro n t  a n d  b a c k ,  b u t 

m a ke  s u re  t h e  a r ra n g e m e n t  l o o k s  l ove l y  o n  a l l  s i d e s .  Yo u  c a n  a d d  a d d i t i o n a l 

l e a ve s  o n  t h e i r  ow n  w i re  s t e m s  a s  a n  o p t i o n  t o  f i l l  o u t  t h e  p l a n t .
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C O V E R I N G  F O A M  B A S E
M y  f a vo r i t e  m a t e r i a l  t o  c ove r  my  f o a m  b a s e  i s  a  n a t u ra l  m o s s  t h a t  i s  u s e d  b y 

f l o r i s t s .  T h e re  a re  m a ny  d i f f e re n t  c o l o r s  t o  c h o o s e  f ro m  a n d  t o  h e l p  m e  m a ke 

my  c h o i c e ,  I  l o o k  a t  t h e  v i b ra n c e  o f  t h e  l e a ve s  a n d  c o l o r s  t o  p i c k  a  m o s s  t h a t 

i s  i n  h a r m o ny  w i t h  t h e  b r i g h t  o r  n e u t ra l  p a l e t t e .  A n o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  I  o f t e n 

u s e  f o r  p a p e r  p l a n t s  a n d  o rc h i d s  i s  d e c o ra t i ve  s t o n e s  t h a t  yo u  c a n  f i n d  a t 

yo u r  g a rd e n  s t o re  o r  f l owe r  s h o p . 
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  �WATC H  Lesson 9

  �A S S E M B L E  potted blooming plant with

	   PA R R OT  T U L I P S   5 flowers with leaves
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h o m e w o r k


