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T O O L S  &  M A T E R I A L S

YO U  W I L L  N E E D :

  3  C R E P E  PA P E R  P EO N Y  F LOW E R S

  5 - 1 0  C R E P E  PA P E R  W I L D  R O S E  ST E M S 

   5 - 1 0  ST E M S  O F  F R E S H  G R E E N E RY  

(silver dollar eucalyptus used in the live class)

  LOW  V E S S E L  6.5 x 7 inches or 8 x 4.5 inches

  A N Y  O F  T H E  FO L LOW I N G  chicken wire, florist pillow (6" or 8"), 13 water tubes

   T H I N  WA S H I  TA P E  or WAT E R P R O O F  F LO R A L  TA P E  

(optional for the water tube method)

  C L I P P E R S  O R  S C I S S O R S  to cut your live greenery
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C H O O S I N G  A  V E S S E L
W h e n  c re a t i n g  a  t a b l e t o p  b o u q u e t  w i t h  f re s h  g re e n e r y,  I  s t a r t  w i t h  a  ve s s e l 

t h a t  i s  s h o r t e r  a n d  w i t h  a  w i d e  o p e n i n g  t o  a l l ow  f o r  b o t h  t h e  l i ve  g re e n e r y 

a n d  t h e  c re p e  f l owe r  s t e m s . 

C o n s i d e r  t h e  f i n a l  s i ze  o f  yo u r  b o u q u e t  a n d  c h o o s e  a  c o n t a i n e r  t h a t  i s  a t 

l e a s t  h a l f  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  yo u r  f i n a l  p i e c e .  I f  yo u  a re  a d d i n g  w a t e r  i n t o  t h e  b a s e 

f o r  t h e  g re e n e r y,  b e  s u re  yo u r  c o n t a i n e r  c a n  h o l d  w a t e r. 
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C H O O S I N G  G R E E N E R Y
Fo r  t h e  c re p e  p a p e r  f l owe r  a n d  l i ve  g re e n e r y  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  l o o k  f o r  s t e m s 

t h a t  a re  s t i f f  ( o f t e n  w i t h  s h i ny  l e a ve s )  ra t h e r  t h a n  s o f t  s t e m s  a s  t h ey  w i l l  w i l t 

q u i c k l y  o n c e  c u t . 

S o m e  g o o d  c h o i c e s  a re : 

•  E u c a l y p t u s

•  S a l a l / L e m o n  L e a f

•  S m i l a x

•  R u s c u s

•  M y r t l e

•  P i t t o s p o r u m

•  M o n s t e ra ,  Pa l m ,  a n d  Te a  L e a ve s  ( t ro p i c a l s )

•  M o s t  c o n i f e r s  ( p i n e ,  s p r u c e ,  c e d a r )
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K E E P I N G  Y O U R  C R E P E  F L O W E R  

S T E M S  D R Y

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  ke e p  yo u r  c re p e  p a p e r  f l owe r  s t e m s  d r y  s i n c e  t h ey  a re  p a p e r 

c ove re d  w i re .  I f  yo u  h a ve  a ny  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  yo u r  s t e m s  m i g h t  c o m e  i n  c o n t a c t 

w i t h  w a t e r,  a n  e x t ra  p re c a u t i o n a r y  s t e p  i s  t o  w ra p  a n d  s e a l  t h e  e n d s  w i t h  t h e 

w a xe d  f l o ra l  t a p e . 

I n  t h i s  l e s s o n  I  w i l l  d e m o n s t ra t e  t wo  m e t h o d s  t o  c o m b i n e  yo u r  f re s h  g re e n s 

w i t h  t h e  p a p e r  f l owe r s  a n d  a vo i d  t h e  w a t e r  w i t h  yo u r  s t e m s . 
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C R E A T I N G  A  C A G E

O n e  o f  t h e  e a s i e s t  w a y s  t o  c re a t e  a  f ra m ewo r k  f o r  yo u r  f l owe r  a r ra n g e m e n t 

i n  a  w i d e  o p e n  t o p  ve s s e l  i s  t o  u s e  t h e  c a g e  m e t h o d .  Yo u  c a n  m a ke  a  c u s t o m 

c a g e  f o r  a ny  s i ze  o f  c o n t a i n e r  b y  u s i n g  c h i c ke n  w i re  t o  p l a c e  i n s i d e  yo u r 

ve s s e l ,  c ove r i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e  w i re .  A  ve r y  s i m p l e  m e t h o d  i s  t o  u s e 

t h e  p re m a d e  p l a s t i c  f l owe r  p i l l ow s  t h a t  a re  u s e d  b y  f l o r i s t s .  Yo u  c a n  s i m p l y 

s e c u re  t h i s  p i l l ow  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  yo u r  c o n t a i n e r  w i t h  t a p e  b e f o re  yo u  s t a r t 

yo u r  a r ra n g e m e n t .  A n o t h e r  D I Y  c a g e  o p t i o n  i s  t o  u s e  a  t h i n  t a p e  t o  c re a t e 

a  g r i d  ove r  yo u r  c o n t a i n e r  o p e n i n g .  T h i s  i s  a  g re a t  m e t h o d  t o  c o m b i n e  w i t h 

w a t e r  t u b e s .
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A R R A N G I N G  W I T H  A  C A G E

W h e n  wo r k i n g  w i t h  l i ve  p l a n t s  a n d  f l owe r s ,  a  d e s i g n e r  w i l l  b e g i n  e a c h 

a r ra n g e m e n t  w i t h  a  b a s e  o f  g re e n e r y.  R e m ove  a l l  o f  t h e  l e a ve s  o f f  t h e  s t e m 

t h a t  w i l l  b e  t o u c h i n g  t h e  w a t e r  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  ve s s e l  a n d  a ny  t h a t  p reve n t 

yo u  f ro m  s l i d i n g  t h e  s t e m s  i n t o  t h e  c a g e .  O n c e  yo u r  g re e n e r y  i s  s e t ,  yo u  a re 

re a d y  t o  s t a r t  a d d i n g  yo u r  c re p e  p a p e r  f l owe r s .  B e n d  t h e  s t e m s  s o  t h a t  t h ey 

n o t  o n l y  ke e p  f ro m  t o u c h i n g  t h e  w a t e r,  b u t  a l s o  a d d  t h i c k n e s s  t o  n e s t  i n t o  t h e 

g re e n e r y  b e d .  I f  yo u  a re  p l a c i n g  a  f l owe r  s t e m  i n  h o r i zo n t a l l y,  s i m p l y  t u c k  t h e 

s t e m  i n t o  t h e  c a g e  t o  s e c u re . 
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U S I N G  W A T E R  T U B E S

T h o u g h  s e a l i n g  t h e  b a s e  o f  yo u r  s t e m  w i t h  w a xe d  f l o ra l  t a p e  c a n  b e  h e l p f u l , 

t h e  b e s t  m e t h o d  t o  e n s u re  ke e p i n g  w a t e r  f ro m  yo u r  p a p e r  f l owe r  s t e m s  i s 

t o  s l i d e  t h e m  i n t o  a  f l o ra l  w a t e r  t u b e .  T h e s e  t u b e s  a re  d e s i g n e d  t o  f i l l  w i t h 

w a t e r  f o r  f re s h  f l owe r s ,  b u t  f o r  o u r  p a p e r  f l owe r s  we  u s e  t h e m  t o  ke e p  w a t e r 

a w a y  f ro m  o u r  s t e m s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  t u b e s  a re  t o o  t h i c k  t o  s l i d e  t h ro u g h 

a  p re m a d e  c a g e ,  s o  f o r  t h i s  m e t h o d  we  re c o m m e n d  c re a t i n g  a  D I Y  c a g e  w i t h 

t a p e .
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T I P S  F O R  A R R A N G I N G 

C re p e  p a p e r  f l owe r s  a re  p e r f e c t  f o r  l e a r n i n g  h ow  t o  a r ra n g e  f l owe r s .  Yo u 

c a n  m ove  t h e m  e a s i l y,  b e n d  t h e i r  w i re d  s t e m s ,  a n d  re u s e  t h e m  f o r  m a ny 

p ro j e c t s .  H e re  a re  a  f ew  d e s i g n  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  re m e m b e r  w h e n  yo u  a re 

p ra c t i c i n g  yo u r  a r ra n g e m e n t s .

FO C A L S  &  F I L L E R S :  I n  f l owe r  a r ra n g i n g  t h e re  i s  o f t e n  o n e  f o c a l  f l owe r, 

t h o u g h  i n  m o re  a d v a n c e d  a r ra n g e m e n t s  yo u  c a n  h a ve  m o re  t h a n  o n e .  Fo r 

t h i s  a r ra n g e m e n t  we  a re  u s i n g  o n e  f o c a l  w h i c h  i s  t h e  l a rg e  a n d  l u s h  p e o ny. 

F i l l e r  f l owe r s  a re  o f t e n  s m a l l  d e l i c a t e  b l o o m s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  f o c a l  f l owe r 

a n d  a d d  d e t a i l  a n d  f l ow  i n t o  t h e  a r ra n g e m e n t .  I  c h o s e  t h e  w i l d  ro s e  t o  b e 

o u r  f i l l e r  f l owe r  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s . 

R U L E  O F  3  o r  O D D  N U M B E R S :  W h e n  l e a r n i n g  a ny  t y p e  o f  d e s i g n ,  yo u  w i l l 

h e a r  a b o u t  u s i n g  t h re e  i t e m s  o r  o d d  n u m b e r s ,  a n d  we  h a ve  a l s o  t a l ke d  a b o u t 

i t  a  f ew  t i m e s  i n  t h i s  c l a s s .  I n  t h i s  l e s s o n  I  a m  d e m o n s t ra t i n g  t h i s  d e s i g n  r u l e 

w i t h  t h re e  l a rg e  p e o ny  f l owe r s  —  a n d  w i t h  my  1 0  ro s e  s t e m s ,  I  d e m o n s t ra t e 

b y  u s i n g  f i ve  s t e m s  o r  g ro u p i n g  t h e m  i n t o  a n  o d d  n u m b e r  c o u n t  f o r  t h e  f i n a l 

l o o k .  H oweve r,  t h e  o d d  n u m b e r  r u l e  c a n  f a l l  a w a y  a f t e r  s eve n  a n d  i s  l e s s 

i m p o r t a n t  f o r  f i l l e r  f l owe r s  a n d  g re e n e r y. 



© 2 0 2 1  L I A G R I F F I T H . C O M

N OT E S

a beginner’s guide to CREPE PAPER FLOWERS | LESSON  12       page 37

a r r a n g i n g  a  c r e p e  b o u q u e t 
w i t h  f r e s h  g r e e n e r y

LESSON

1 2

T R I A N G L E  o r  D O M E  S H A P E :  A  g re a t  a r ra n g e m e n t  t o  s t a r t  yo u  o n  yo u r 

p a t h  t o  b e c o m i n g  a n  e x p e r t  a t  f l owe r  a r ra n g i n g  i s  t h e  s i m p l e  t r i a n g l e  o r 

d o m e  s h a p e .  T h e  b a s i c  r u l e  f o r  t h i s  a r ra n g e m e n t  i s  t h e  t r i a n g l e  o r  d o m e 

s h a p e  o f  t h e  g re e n s /f l owe r s  e x t e n d s  b eyo n d  t h e  e d g e s  o f  yo u r  ve s s e l ,  a n d 

t h e  h e i g h t  i s  e q u a l  o r  m o re  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  yo u r  v a s e  w i t h o u t  f l owe r s . 

P R O P O RT I O N S  &  P L AC E M E N T:  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t ra i n  yo u r  eye  t o  s e e 

p ro p o r t i o n s  a n d  p l a c e m e n t  a s  yo u  d e s i g n .  U s e  t h e  b a s i c  r u l e  a b ove  a s  a 

g o o d  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  t o  l e a r n  g o o d  d e s i g n .  W h e n  p l a c i n g  yo u r  f o c a l  f l owe r s , 

ke e p  t h e m  c e n t ra l  i n  yo u r  a r ra n g e m e n t .  W h e n  wo r k i n g  w i t h  t h re e  f o c a l 

f l owe r s ,  a  t r i a n g l e  a r ra n g e m e n t  i s  t h e  m o s t  p l e a s i n g  t o  t h e  eye .  C o n s i d e r 

v a r y i n g  t h e  s p a c e  b e t we e n  t h e  t h re e  p e o n i e s  a n d  a d d  a  “ t i p”  t o  yo u r 

t r i a n g l e .  A s  yo u  a d d  yo u r  f i l l e r  f l owe r s ,  u s e  t h e m  t o  a d d  t o  t h e  f l ow  o f  h ow 

yo u r  eye s  m i g h t  m ove  a c ro s s  yo u r  a r ra n g e m e n t . 
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   WATC H  Lesson 12

   C R E AT E  your peony and wild rose arrangement 
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h o m e w o r k


