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A T T A C H I N G  P E T A L S  &  M A K I N G  B U D S

T O O L S  &  M A T E R I A L S  F O R  T H I S  L E S S O N

 HOT GLUE GUN

 ART GLITTER GLUE

 GREEN FLORAL TAPE

 10MM PAPER SPUN BALLS   

 18-GAUGE GREEN PAPER COVERED WIRE

 EXTRA-FINE CREPE PAPER – FERN, CAMELLIA

A D D I N G  P E T A L S  W I T H  G L U E

Flowers with solid crepe paper petals that do not have a center wire are attached to 
the flower centers with glue. Depending on the flower and your own preference, you 
can use a hot glue gun or white glue. 

HOT GLUE is my first choice for heavier petals; when I want space between my petals, 
the hot glue will add bulk. My favorite brand is the Surebonder in the high temp gun 
or pen because they both have a fine-point tip. However, if you prefer a low temp 
glue gun, Surebonder offers that one. 

WHITE GLUE is my choice when working with delicate petals or layers that I prefer to 
sit tight without any extra bulk between the paper when attaching the petals. Our 
preferred brand of white glue is the Art Glitter glue, which applies thin and dries very 
strongly. You can also use Aleene’s Tacky Glue as a second option. 
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A D D I N G  P E T A L S  W I T H  F L O R A L  T A P E  

Petals with center wires are easily attached to the stem wires with floral tape or a 
strip of crepe paper and glue. Floral tape is a good choice for attaching multiple 
wires quickly. You can align each petal with the center and stem and wrap the tape, 
stretching to activate while wrapping. With this method, the petals can easily be 
adjusted and moved.

A D D I N G  P E T A L S  W I T H  C R E P E  P A P E R

Another option for floral tape is to use thin crepe strips cut against the grain as an 
alternative to floral tape and white glue. This method is best for less bulky and 
lighter petals and centers, as it will need time to dry and strengthen. To use the 
crepe paper strips, start with a thin layer of glue on the center and down the wire, 
and wrap and stretch the crepe paper strip to cover and secure the petals to the 
stem. 

ATTACHING THE ANEMONE PETALS WITH HOT GLUE 

1. Starting with the three smallest petals add a dot of glue to the front side tip.
2. Turn the wired center upside down and place the petal on the back of the center 

and touching the wire.  
3. Repeat with the other two small petals, forming a triangle shape.
4. For the three larger petals, place them between the smaller petals with their tips 

slightly overlapping the wire. 

ATTACHING THE TULIP PETALS WITH CREPE STRIPS AND WHITE GLUE 

1. Bend each petal wire at the base 45 degrees.
2. Place the first three petals around the stem at the base of the center. Use a thin 

strip of crepe paper and white glue to secure the petals to the stem.
3. Repeat with second set of petals, keeping the wrap thin so to not bulk the stem.
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ATTACHING THE CLEMATIS PETALS WITH FLORAL TAPE 

1. Bend each petal wire at the base.
2. Place the first three petals around the stem at the base of the center. 
3. Starting a half inch below the petals, secure against the stem with floral tape.
4. Repeat with second set of petals.
5. Using the thin strip of  Cypress crepe paper and white glue, wrap the stem 

starting under the petals and covering the floral tape. 

ATTACHING THE COSMOS PETALS WITH WHITE GLUE

1. Starting with first petal, add a dot of white glue to the base tip.
2. Turn the wired center upside down and place the glued tip onto the back of the 

flower center.
3. Press the petal to secure allowing time for the glue to begin to set.
4. Turn the flower right side up and run a line of glue in the crease where the petal 

and center meet.
5. Press the petal into the glue to secure. The petal will be pointing straight up.
6. Repeat these steps with all eight petals arranging them around the center.
7. Allow the petals to fully dry then press each out to open the petals away from 

the center.
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M A K I N G  S M A L L  B U D S

Adding the small details of tiny buds onto the Japanese Anemone and the Pink 
Cosmos is one more layer of interest for the flowers and the final arrangements. 
The new method I call the "mummy wrap" is a refined step to adding crepe paper 
to your small spun balls. 

BUDS FOR THE ANEMONE AND COSMOS STEMS

1. For the Anemone, you will need a thin strip of extra-fine Fern crepe and for the 
Cosmos, extra-fine Camellia.

2. Start by adding a drop of hot glue into the hole of the 10mm spun ball, then 
slide the tip of the 18-gauge wire into the hole. 

3. Cut a thin quarter-inch strip of crepe paper against the grain, 10 to 12 inches 
long. 

4. Cover your spun ball with a thin layer of white glue, using your finger or glue tip 
to spread it around.

5. Starting at the base, place the end of the crepe strip against the wire, then wrap 
over the top of the ball while gently stretching the crepe paper. 

6. Bring the crepe paper back to the wire, wrap it around it, then back up over the 
ball, rotating the crepe around the ball to cover it in as few layers as possible.  

7. Add a thin layer of glue onto an area of the ball to secure additional layers of 
crepe if needed.

8. Use your fingers to gently press down the edge of the crepe paper strips to form 
a smooth finish. 

9. Set aside to dry. 


